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Agenda
9:30 – 10:30 
Block 1 – Today’s sustainability issues 
and challenges

10:30 – 11:15 
Block 2 – How do we identify the best 
eco-friendly furniture?

11:30 – 12:30 
Lunch

12:30 – 14:30 
Block 2 – How do we identify the best 
eco-friendly furniture? Continued

14:30 – 15:00 
Fika

15:00 – 15:30 
Block 3 – Environmental standards with 
a focus on tenders 

15:30 – 15:50 
Block 3 – Tendering requirements for 
office furniture

By Marianna Loikala, product manager, 
architect Msc, Senate Properties   

16:15 – 16:30 
Summary of learnings today 

16:30 – 19:00 
Mingle & cocktails
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Today’s sustainability 
issues and challenges 

How do we identify 
the best furniture?

Environmental standards with 
a focus on public tenders
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Today’s sustainability 
issues and challenges
– Globally

– In the furniture industry

– Important focus areas

– EFG’s goals & vision and sustainability efforts
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How do we identify the 
best eco-friendly furniture? 
– Materials choices, useful life and design

– Carbon footprint with the aid of EPDs 

– What are EPDs?

– Eco-labelling and certifications
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Environmental standards 
with a focus on tenders
What standards apply today, and what will come next?

– Recyclability standards

– Supply chains

– Test requirements & reports

– Eco-labelling & EPD
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Source: Stockholm Resilience Center
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Planetary boundaries
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What are the major 
sustainability challenges 

facing the furniture industry? 
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How the furniture 
industry impacts 
planetary boundaries
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Deforestation
Felled forests account for 
12–15% of the world’s 
total emissions.

The wood raw materials we use must 

not contribute to deforestation, and 

this is most easily achieved using FSC.
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Rising materials prices and 
increased environmental impact.

The need to extend product lifetimes 

and move away from a wasteful, 

throwaway society. Enabling reuse 

and recycling.
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Deforestation
Felled forests account for 
12–15% of the world’s 
total emissions.

The wood raw materials we use must 

not contribute to deforestation, and 

this is most easily achieved using FSC.

Social responsibility
Controlling supply chains.
Making sure working conditions 

are good.

The use of chemicals
Unreported chemicals are 
potentially harmful.

Especially chemicals in textiles, 

padding, plastics, adhesives 

and paint.

Climate
Everything that is manufactured 
and transported affects the climate.

Low carbon manufacturing during the 

production phase and use phase. 

Can a piece of furniture last 20 years

instead of 5? 
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“Peak raw materials”
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EFG’s goals and vision 
and sustainability efforts
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Focus areas 
and sustainability goals

Sustainable materials
– Climate neutral products 2040

– Renewable, recycled and 

recyclable materials
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Focus areas 
and sustainability goals

Sustainable design 
– Long life

– High quality

– Minimal material consumption 

(with no compromise on quality)

– Pure materials (not mixed 

materials, which prevent recycling)

– Layer by layer

Sustainable materials
– Climate neutral products 2040

– Renewable, recycled and 

recyclable materials
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Focus areas 
and sustainability goals

Responsible supply chains
– Decent working conditions and 

eco-friendly energy both externally 

and internally

Sustainable design 
– Long life

– High quality

– Minimal material consumption 

(with no compromise on quality)

– Pure materials (not mixed 

materials, which prevent recycling)

– Layer by layer

Sustainable materials
– Climate neutral products 2040

– Renewable, recycled and 

recyclable materials
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Source: Cirkulära Möbelflöden/RISE 2018
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Focus areas 
and sustainability goals
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Goal and vision: 

Sustainability
Goal:

EFG’s and Savo’s products must be fully climate neutral 
by 2040 – 10 years ahead of the Paris agreement.

Vision:

We are committed to a sustainable future, encompassing 
People and Planet together with our Products - designed & 
produced to stand the test of time.
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EFG’s design philosophy
EFG’s design philosophy means furniture strives for:

– Long life

– High quality

– Minimal material consumption

– Pure materials

– Layer-by-layer structure

EUROPEAN FURNITURE GROUP



27

QUESTION: 
How many of you feel confident in choosing 

sustainable products and know what to look for?
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How do we identify the 
best eco-friendly furniture?
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Important environmental 
impact aspects: 
– Materials and raw materials

– Chemicals

– CO2 emissions

– Environmental certifications

– Recyclable materials

– Ability to recycle and repair
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Design philosophy 
in practice
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Savo 360
– 26% of Savo 360 is wood 

– 39% is recycled materials 

– FSC certified wood 

– 24% CO2 is saved by using wood instead of plastic 

– Layer by layer

– Slimline design takes up less space during haulage 

– Less than 5% of the chair is plastic

– Certified by Möbelfakta and Nordic Swan
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Savo Soul (Recycled)

– Switched from virgin to recycled plastic 
in PA6 components on the black version

– A life cycle analysis (LCA) of climate emissions 
before and after the switch 

– Soul’s CO2 emissions are now a full 43% lower 

– 660 tonnes of CO2 saved every year

– Certified by Möbelfakta
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EFG Archie
– Can plastic be eco-friendly? 

– Archie is fibreglass-free and 100% recyclable 

– As a plastic chair, it’s one of the best environmental 
choices on the market

– Plastic that uses fibreglass cannot be recycled without 
loss of quality 

– Resource smart, economical and eco-friendly

– Certified by Möbelfakta
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EFG Evo
– Hard to find an armchair with a smaller carbon footprint 

– The fabric is eco-labelled and 3D-knitted = zero fabric waste 

– No padding or polyurethane foam in Evo

– FSC wood and water-based adhesive and paints

– Certified by Möbelfakta

EUROPEAN FURNITURE GROUP
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Questions
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Important environmental 
impact aspects: 
– Materials and raw materials

– Chemicals

– CO2 emissions

– Environmental certifications

– Recyclable materials

– Ability to recycle and repair
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LCA
Life cycle analysis
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EPD
Environmental Product Declaration
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How should we interpret an EPD?
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Savo Soul Flokk RH Logic
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42%
of all Norwegian tenders had eco-labels either as a requirement, 

a contract condition or award criterion (2021) 
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Eco-labelling 
and certifications
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Eco-labelling 
and certifications
Which ones are most relevant for us?
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M1
– Finnish emission certification

– Mostly building materials

– Few furniture
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Möbelfakta
– The leading, most in demand eco-label for 

furniture in Sweden 

– Around 90% bear the Möbelfakta label

– Do not confuse the Swedish Möbelfakta label
with the Norwegian one

– Requirements for quality, the environment and 

responsible supply chains

– Important with preventive work, risk analyses, 
follow-ups and action plans

– Proactive efforts to eco-label the product range 
with a focus on Möbelfakta
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Möbelfakta requirements
Quality: 

Must meet relevant international EN and ISO standards.

Environment: 

Based largely on the National Agency for Public 

Procurement’s (UHM) recommended 

environmental requirements.

Responsible supply chains: 

Making sure the people who produce furniture have 

good working conditions.
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Nordic Swan label
– State sponsored label through Svensk Miljömärkning

(Swedish eco-labelling)

– Dedicated eco-label with a number of 

quality requirements

– Tough, far-reaching requirements

– Environmental requirements often similar to Möbelfakta’s

– Nordic Swan labelling is costly = cost must be passed on 
to customer
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– Formerly the EU Flower

– Common eco-label at the European level

– Several product groups in addition to furniture, 

including textiles

– Very similar to Möbelfakta and the Nordic Swan

EU Ecolabel
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Two product labels for specific materials

What do FSC® and OEKO-TEX involve?
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FSC®

– Forest Stewardship Council®

– The problem with deforestation and clear cutting

– Independent international membership organisation

– Replanting and more sustainable forest management

– EFG has been FSC® certified since 2002 (FSC-C009111)

– All of the wood we buy is from FSC certified forests
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OEKO-TEX
– The most widely used textile label in the world

– Textile is one of the most chemical-intensive materials

– Oeko-Tex requirements only cover chemical ingredients

– Choose textiles labelled with Oeko-Tex or

the EU Ecolabel

EUROPEAN FURNITURE GROUP
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Environmental standards with 
a focus on public tenders

What environmental standards apply today, and what will come next?
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What does the 
circular economy involve?
– Using resources in such a way as to minimise waste 

– 55 %: Switching from fossil energy to fossil-free energy

– 45%: Circular material flows
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Linear vs 
Circular economy
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Source: Ellen MacArthur Foundation

Product life extension
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Redistribution
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Remanufacture
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Recycling
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Circularity requirements 
in Swedish tenders
– Used furniture = Good, but we should impose 

environmental and quality requirements

– The buyer should not have to accept inferior 
furniture just because it’s used

– There is no definition for used furniture
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1. Extended product life
Quality requirements for long life, repair and
maintenance, reuse

2. Non-toxic product cycle
By restricting substances that are harmful to the 
environment and health

3. Resource-efficient use
Requirement for care and maintenance instructions

4. Recyclability of materials
Recycled and renewable materials, designs 
that promote dismantling and restoration

Tender requirements 
for new furniture
with 4 circularity criteria:
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What circularity 
requirements can we 
expect in the future?
– Development of a standard for circularity (prEN 17902)

– Work in progress at CEN 

– New points system for rating furniture

Future: Tenders will probably use the 
new standard and the rating system to set 
circularity requirements

Short term: Less extensive circularity requirements to be 
introduced for tenders, e.g. Nordic Swan (version 5) 
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Supply chains
– Social and ethical requirements are common in tenders

– The Swedish Kammarkollegiet and Adda have such 
requirements

– Norwegian DFØ has recommended requirements in
the field of human rights 

– The Swedish UHM has recommended ethical requirements

Möbelfakta’s requirements are synced with UHM’s requirements
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Test requirements 
& reports

EUROPEAN FURNITURE GROUP



74

International standards 
on three levels:
1. ISO (International Organization for Standardization) – Global standards 

2. EN (European standard) – Standards at the European level

3. SFS (Suomen Standardisoimisliitto SFS ry) – Finnish standards

– The quality test is the cornerstone in EFG’s sustainability 
management. Makes sure products are of high quality, 
safe and durable

– Tested first in-house in EFG’s test lab 

– Furniture quality tested by RISE (accredited laboratory)
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EPD and eco-labels
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EPD requirements
– Demand for EPDs is emerging in tenders

– Enhances the ability to compare and select the best 
furniture in terms of the environment

– LCAs and EPDs are costly for small manufacturers
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Eco-labels 
in Swedish tenders

– Swedish public tenders have no requirements for 
eco-labelled furniture

– There is still an advantage as the tender’s environmental 
requirements can be verified by Möbelfakta/Nordic Swan

– Adda emphasises eco-labelled furniture

– Today, most Swedish tenders have the same 
environmental requirements, in line with Möbelfakta
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Environment:

• Wood

• Chemical

• Textiles

• Packaging

Quality:
• EN standards

EUROPEAN FURNITURE GROUP

Tender requirement – market comparision

Code of Conduct:

• UN principles and ILO 
eight fundamental 
concentions

• Conflict minerals
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Summary
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Today
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Tomorrow
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QUESTION: 
How many of you feel confident in choosing 

sustainable products and know what to look for?
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QUESTION: 
What have you learned today?

What do you take with you from today?  
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